International Conversation Cafe

Community Group: God is a Healer

Exodus 15:26 “l am the Lord who heals you.”
Psalm 103:3 “who heals all your diseases”
Psalm 147:3 “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.”

1-The Ten Lepers Luke 17:11-19
Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. As
he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and
called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”
When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were
cleansed.
One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw
himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.
Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Has no one returned to give
praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you
well.”

What did the lepers think of Jesus before Jesus healed them?

2-The Royal Official’s Son John 4:46-54
Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there was a
certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. When this man heard that Jesus had
arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who
was close to death.
“Unless you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.”
The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.”
“Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.”
The man took Jesus at his word and departed. While he was still on the way, his servants met
him with the news that his boy was living. When he inquired as to the time when his son got
better, they said to him, “Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the fever left him.”
Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son
will live.” So he and his whole household believed.
What did the official think about Jesus before Jesus healed his son? What clues in the text lead you to
that conclusion?

3-The Father of the boy who was possessed of a demon Mark 9:20-27
When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground
and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.
21 Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?”
“From childhood,” he answered. 22 “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if
you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.”
23 “If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.”
24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”
25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the impure spirit. “You
deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.”



26 The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a
corpse that many said, “He’s dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet,
and he stood up.

How much faith did the father have before Jesus healed his son?

4-People in Jesus’ hometown Matthew 13:53-58
When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on from there. Coming to his hometown, he
began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. “Where did this man get
this wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they asked. “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his
mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? Aren’t all his
sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” And they took offense at him.
But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own town and in his own
home.”
And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith.

What was the spiritual condition of people in his hometown? Why didn’t Jesus heal people in his

hometown?

Mary and Martha’s brother Lazarus John 11:1-3, 21-22
Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured
perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord,
the one you love is sick.”
(In the meantime, Lazarus dies and Jesus and his disciples arrive several days later.)
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But |
know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”

What did Mary and Martha think Jesus was capable of doing?

Jesus did not heal Lazarus but he did raise him from the dead. Why do you think Jesus didn’t heal their

brother when they wanted?

The Church prayed for healing. James 5:14
Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint
them with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person
well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. Therefore confess
your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a
righteous person is powerful and effective.

Let’s put it all together

1. Can God heal?

2. Does God require anything from us in order to heal?
3. Does God always heal in the time and way we ask?
4. How can we pray for each other?

Philippians 3:20 “But we are citizens of heaven. And we can hardly wait for a Savior from there. He is
the Lord Jesus Christ. 21 He has the power to bring everything under his control. By his power he will
change our earthly bodies. They will become like his glorious body.”

When and how will our final healing come?
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